
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 

THE MESSENGER 
Help us to generously share the compassion and light of Christ with all we meet 

 
St. Martin of Tours Church  5855 East W Ave.  P.O. Box 264  Vicksburg, Michigan 49097  (269) 649-1629  www.stmartinvicksburg.org 

ADORATION  
 FIRST FRIDAYS  
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m. &  
  9:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
 September 2, October 7,  
 November 4  
 ALL OTHER FRIDAYS    
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m.  
ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
 Wednesdays @6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 September 7, October 5, 
 November 2 at St. Edward 
 September 21 (Special time and 
 event, see pg.2), October 19, 
 November 16 at St. Martin 
ADULT STUDY GROUP 
 Sundays @9:30-10:45 a.m. 
 September 18, 25 
 October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 November 6, 13, 20 
 No class Nov 27  
 (Thanksgiving weekend) 
ADULT ED COMMITTEE MTG 
 Thursday, September 15  
 @7:00 p.m. Manning Center 
ALL SAINTS DAY 
 Masses TBA 
CARING HANDS 
 2nd Monday@ 10:00 a.m.-Noon 
 September 12, October 10, 
 November 14 
COFFEE & DONUTS 
 After Sunday Masses 
 September 25, October 16, 
 November 20 
CONVOCATION OF PRIESTS & 
DEACONS 
 @St. Martin of Tours 
 September 28 & 29 
 No 9:00 a.m. Mass on Sept. 28 

 
ENCOUNTER: A FAITH FILLED 
EVENING FOR ALL 
 @6:00-8:00 p.m. Friday, 
 September 23 in parish hall & 
 church 
FARMER’S BREAKFAST 
 @9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 September 18, October 9, 
 November 13 
HALOS  
 3rd Tuesday @ 1:00 p.m.  
 September 13, October 18, 
 November 15 
KDCCW—ENCOUNTER WITH 
JESUS IN THE EUCHAIST 
 @St Martin of Tours 
 Thursday, September 22  
 @9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m. 
 See bulletin for  registration, 
 Check in open @ 8:15 a.m. 
 $20.00 includes lunch 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
 4th Tuesday @ 7:00 p.m. 
 September 27, October 25, 
 November 22 
LIFE CHAIN IN PORTAGE 
 Sunday, October 2  
 @2:30 –3:30 p.m. 
MEN’S GROUP  
 Saturday @ 7:30 a.m. 
 September 10, 17, 24 
 October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 November 5, 12, 19 (no meeting 
 26-Thanksgiving weekend) 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSING  
 November 24, 25 Thanksgiving 
PARISH PICNIC 
 Sunday, September 11 @ noon 
 

 
R.C.I.A  
 Thursday @7:00 p.m. 
 September 22, No class 29 
 October 6, 13, 20, 27 
 November 3, 10, 17 No class 24 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION     
CLASSES  
 Sunday @ 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
 September 18, 25 
 October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 November 6, 13, 20, (no class on
 27, Thanksgiving weekend)  
ROSARY IN OCTOBER-25 MINS. 
BEFORE EACH MASS 
 Rosary leaders needed 
 Sign-up in narthex 
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL  
 2nd Monday @ O6:30 p.m. 
 September 12, October 10, 
 November 14 
WALK FOR THE POOR  
  Vicksburg Recreational Park 
 Sunday, September 25  
 @ 1:30 p.m., Registration & 
 Welcome by Msgr. Tom Martin 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
 September 11 @ noon-3:00 p.m. 
 Parish picnic &  free throw contest 
 September 23 @6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Encounter for the entire parish 
 September 25 @1:30 p.m. 
 SVdP Walk for the  Poor 
 October 2 @ 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
 Life Chain in Portage 
 October 28, November 18 
  @ 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Encounter (Middle & High 
 School Aged Youth Only) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS / September, October, November 

Blessings to our students as they return to school and religious studies! 
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Deac ’  C  
 

As summer draws to a close, we begin to get ready for the beginning of the school year and other 
activities that will be getting underway.  One of these is the RCIA program that begins in September each 
year.  RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.  It is the standard discernment and formation 
process for adults wishing to learn more about our Catholic faith and to prepare those interested for their 
profession of faith, entrance into the Church and reception of the Sacraments of Initiation.  This occurs at the 
Easter Vigil Mass each year, and will occur on Saturday, April 8, 2023 next year. 
 

The RCIA process is composed of several parts.  The first is the period of Inquiry, in which we learn 
general information about the Church, such as our core beliefs, devotions, types of prayer, Mary and the 
Saints, and general practices and teachings of the Church.  This period lasts from September until about the 
beginning of the new year.   At that time we begin the Catechumenate, a period in which we learn about the 
Seven Sacraments of the Church.  At the beginning of Lent the Catechumens go through the Rite of Election.  
This takes place at St. Augustine Cathedral, at which time they are greeted by the Bishop.  During this Rite, 
the Catechumens progress to the stage of Illuminati.    During Lent we continue to study the Sacraments and 
Church teachings.  It is also during this time that the Illuminati discern at a deeper level their upcoming 
initiation into the Church and reception of the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and 
Confirmation. 
 

If you know of anyone interested in becoming Catholic, possibly a spouse or friend, or anyone who 
would just like to learn more about our faith, please contact the church office or let me know.  We typically 
meet on Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 P.M.  We will also accommodate those who are interested but 
cannot attend at that time.  We plan on a starting date of Thursday, September 22.  We hope to see you then! 
 

Deacon Tom 

 
 

                       2nd annual Walk For the Poor 2022 
 

You are going to need a lot of SOLE to complete this task. You are going to walk, walk, walk to balance the 
economic disparity of “Friends-in-Need”; to walk towards their call for help!  But it will be good for your 
SOUL because you will be walking the path of Jesus. You will be walking for those in need of help, both in 
body and spirit. 

“WALK FOR THE POOR” 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2022 

VICKSBURG RECREATIONAL PARK 
12538 S. SPRINKLE RD. VICKSBURG 

REGISTRATION AT 1:30p.m. 
 

Even the big drums in SEOUL are harkening to the call to Walk for the Poor. St. Vincent de Paul is an inter-
national organization with conferences in many countries. Please support the St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
at St. Martin of Tours and make our community shine with love for our fellow citizens. 
Registration/sponsor forms are available on the easel by the donation box on the west side of the narthex.  
For more information contact Mary at 327-9808  or Liz at 998-2667.  
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The 2022 Rummage Sale – God Gives Us Opportunities 

 
This year’s Rummage Sale presented us with many opportunities, which may also be seen as 

challenges. There’s always a concern that we won’t collect enough items to cover expenses, let alone make a 
profit, that there won’t be enough volunteers, that the weather will put a damper on our event or that the 
customers just won’t show up, and what if we are left with a mountain of items to dispose of after the sale. 
The group planning the sale decided to embrace the opportunities. 

 
We recognize that our first opportunity is to serve our church. We announced the dates and times for 

the sale and collected enough donations that the Parish Hall overflowed with goods.  We called on volunteers 
to assist, and over 100 of you answered the call! This was a wonderful opportunity to spend time with 
familiar faces and meet new parishioners. 

 
The next opportunity presented was to serve our community. We spread the news about the sale using 

ads, signs and social media. We opened the sale on a beautiful day with hundreds of people from our 
community and beyond stopping by to shop. What a gift to know that things we no longer need can continue 
to be useful to someone else; this is truly a “win, win” opportunity!  

 
Then we tackled the opportunity to be responsible stewards of all the resources available to us. We 

tapped into a wealth of organizations to assist with passing on our “leftover” donations and set up a system to 
recycle, reuse and repurpose every item entrusted to us. We now knew we had a “WIN, WIN,WIN” 
Opportunity!  

 
We sold an amazing amount of merchandise, with the proceeds going to support our parish 

maintenance fund. We were also able to donate the leftover items to several organizations in and around our 
community, including St. Luke’s Partners in Housing Transition , Caring Network, Aleman Center, 
Discovery Shop, Goodwill, The Humane Society, Habitat for Humanity, Rescued Treasures, Vicksburg 
Library, Portage Library, and the Salvation Army. Then volunteers took our broken boxes, glass, plastic, bags 
and paper, home to put in their recycling bins. All metal items were disposed of in the church’s recycling 
heap. God gave us the opportunity to be good stewards of our church, our community and our planet. This 
truly was a “Win, Win, Win” experience. Thanks be to God for the opportunities and many blessings!                                                       
 

Thank You! 
Deb Stafinski                        
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ST. MARTIN HAPPENINGS 
 

Baptisms 
 
 Francis Augustine Rivard, son 
of Marcus and Grace Rivard 
  Peter Kaylor-Knopf, son of 
Caleb and Kristen Kaylor Knopf 
 
Marriages 
 
Logan Hunter and Cara Wheeler, 
July 25, 2022  
   
Deceased-May They Rest in Peace 
 
Judith Johnson, July 18, 2022  
Kenneth Gorsline, August 20, 2022 
Daniel Hendrick, August 22, 2022  
Barbara Smith, August 26, 2022 
 

Special Adoration including an Introductory Talk at 
6:00p.m., Adoration from 6:30- 7:30p.m. and Ice Cream!  
 
On Wednesday September 21st, St. Martin of Tours is hosting its 
usual evening of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; but it will 
be preceded by an introductory explanation of what Adoration is 
all about.  
 
Now, perhaps you haven't been to Adoration before? Or perhaps 
you have never had Adoration explained to you before? Well 
then, this evening is for you! Deacon David Guido, who serves 
both St. Martin of Tours and St. Edward in Mendon, will begin 
this evening of Adoration at 6:00 pm with a brief presentation 
on Adoration. Following this presentation, Adoration will go from 
6:30 to 7:30 pm. Afterwards, all are invited to enjoy ice cream and 
spend some time in the fellowship that began with prayer. Please 
consider coming and inviting that one (or several people!) who 
has questions about Adoration! 

 

 
The ladies from St. Edward and St. Martin enjoyed a social evening this summer. Each church 
shared what they do to serve their parish and community. Thank you to Cheers 2/Cowboy Up for 
hosting the group. 

HALOS/SMCCW 

Ladies, have you registered for “Jesus in the Eucharist”? 
 
Thursday, September 22, 2022, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at St. 
Martin of Tours. Sign-up sheet in the narthex or instruction on 
the flyer. $20.00 at the door includes lunch and early morning 
refreshments. Check-in at 8:15 a.m. 
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Hi all! 
 
 Happy Fall to you and your family! We have a great many things to be thankful for from our loving God, 
most especially the life of grace that is available to us through the Most Holy Eucharist. This past Pentecost, the 
United States of America began a national three year initiative to revive and renew our pursuit of Jesus Christ 
truly present in the Eucharist. To that end, we have some lovely opportunities  for our youth, our families, and our 
parish to further embrace our greatest treasure within the Catholic Church and invite Jesus Christ present in the 
Holy Eucharist into the moments of our lives so that He might take residence in our hearts! Please find these op-
portunities below: 
 
Religious Education 2022 - 2023: As fall approaches, it is time to register your 1st grade through 12th grade 
child in St. Martin of Tours Religious Education! Registration opened on Sunday August 14th and can be ac-
cessed at www.stmartinvicksburg.org/religious-education.  
 
Classes will begin on Sunday September 18th at 9:30 am. If you have any questions, are looking for specif-
ic information regarding your child's grade level offering this year, or need a paper copy of 
the registration paperwork, please contact Tim McNamara, Director of Religious Education, 
at dre@stmartinvicksburg.org. Thank you and God bless! 
 

Youth Ministry September through December: Are you in middle or high school and wanting to connect with 
other Catholic Christians outside of school? Do you want to experience Jesus’ presence and grow in closer rela-
tionship with Him? You are invited to join us for these upcoming events to experience Jesus and the faith. Please 
consider coming to any or all and feel free to bring a friend! If you have any questions, please contact Tim at 
dre@stmartinvicksburg.org.  

September 11th   12-3 p.m. Parish Picnic – Free Throw Contest          
 
September 23rd   6-8 p.m. Encounter (For Entire Parish)  
 
September 25th   1 p.m.  St. Vincent-Walk for the Poor (12538 Sprinkle Rd. Recreational Pk) 
 
September 30th   6:30-9 p.m.       Diocesan Youth Rally – National Eucharistic Revival 
 
October 2nd       2:30-3:30 p.m.  Life Chain 
           
October 28th   6-8 p.m.  Encounter (Middle & High School Aged Youth Only) 
  
November 18th  6-8 p.m.  Encounter (Middle & High School Aged Youth Only) 
 
December 16th  6-8 p.m.  Encounter (Middle & High School Aged Youth Only)  

Encounter: An Evening of Faith-Filled Community for All! Are you looking for a church activity for your 
family in between Sundays? Are you new to the parish and want to meet other parishioners? Are you wanting to 
learn more about your faith and how to share the faith with your family and others? Encounter is open to all pa-
rishioners and offers an intentional time to experience our beautiful Catholic faith outside of the worship we do at 
Mass or within the religious education classroom. This evening event features a time of food and fellowship, 
praise and worship music, a presentation with a craft for young kids, and closes with a time of family-friendly 
adoration. Please mark your calendars for Friday September 23rd from 6:00 – 8:00 pm in the Msgr. Martin Parish 
Hall and get ready to encounter our parish community and our Lord Jesus Christ! For questions, please reach out 
to Tim at dre@stmartinvicksburg.org.  
 
Thank you everyone for your time and commitment to St. Martin of Tours parish community! May our Eucharis-
tic Lord, Jesus Christ, continue to shower us all with His grace and love. God bless you all --- Tim 


